
  Community Impact Case Study

Community Garden Renewal

Keepmoat has helped renew an urban community 
garden in the heart of Walworth entirely for free. 

To help make the garden easier for elderly gardeners to 
maintain and to also give disabled access to the planters, 
Keepmoat has helped renew and bring the community garden 
at Pembroke House back to life.

Also known as the Pembroke Pocket Garden, which is located 
within the grounds of the community centre and used by 
various groups, the garden gives people the opportunity to 
get together, experiment with growing and sharing food, 
whilst having creative fun along the way.

Working collaboratively with their partners, Keepmoat was 
able to help clear the garden of rubbish, supply and build five 
new large planters, build a new compost bin and also supply a 
skip for all the waste.

“Keepmoat have made a significant difference in our 
community garden through the construction of raised 
beds and compost bins.” 
Grisel Tarifa, Director of Operations and Finance for 
Pembroke House



What was involved?

Keepmoat’s Community Impact Manager, 
Patrick Warren, visited staff from 
Pembroke House in September 2016, 
and it was then that they said they would 
like to do something with their garden to 
make it easier for elderly members of the 
garden club.

With a little help from several volunteers, 
Keepmoat’s Community Impact Team 
cleared the garden of rubbish including 
dead plants, old bits of timber and 
various debris. After being cleared, Patrick 
and some fellow Keepmoat staff set to 
work building five new timber planters 
complete with seated edges to make it 
easier for some of the elderly gardeners.

“The garden is now readily available 
to all Walworth residents as those 
needing to sit whilst gardening or 
remain in their wheelchairs can do 
so. In a community where residents 
mainly live in flats withuot gardens, 
access to a community garden is 
very important.” 
Grisel Tarifa, Director of Operations 
and Finance for Pembroke House

The next stage involved Keepmoat’s 
partner MSK delivering more than seven 
tonnes of fresh soil, which was lifted into 
the garden via a dumper truck crane. 
With the truck fully unloaded, staff from 
the centre volunteered to get involved 
with helping to move the soil into the 
newly built planters. After hours of 
intense shovelling and very muddy hands, 

each planter received a healthy amount 
of fresh soil which would later be used 
for a variety of new vegetables, flowers, 
herbs and fruit.

With a few finishing touches added, like a 
new compost bin built from old wooden 
pallets, the garden was finished after four 
days of intensive renewal works. 

To view and officially open the new 
garden, the Lord Mayor of London, 
Jeffrey Evans, visited Pembroke House 
on 22nd September. 

After a very warm welcome from 
members of the centre and a special 
performance from the in-house choir 
group, the Lord Mayor was given a 
special tour of the renewed garden by 
Patrick, and after a brief speech thanking 
Keepmoat for their hard work, the Lord 
Mayor cut the red tape and announced 
the garden officially re-opened.

Successfully completed and officially 
opened, the Pembroke Pocket Garden 
now makes full use of its potential, not 
only as a place for experimenting with 
ways of growing food, but also as a 
venue for events, exhibitions, workshops 
and more. 

Furthermore the community centre are 
now also looking to extend their services 
to local schools in the area.

To find out more please contact
Patrick Warren on 01992 650 333
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